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End of VTEC OT&E  
WWA OB3.3/OB4 VTEC Configuration 

(October 13, 2004) 
 
When the OT&E ends on October 15, 20004, VTEC will be turned off for hydro 

products, will be in “E” mode for WBC products and will be in “X” mode for all other products.  
To allow the VTEC string for some products and not for others, the VTEC master switch must 
remain on.  The product class field determines the “E” and “X” mode for the VTEC string.  
Instructions for configuring the product class field follows. 

For the products you’d like to turn off for VTEC such as the hydrology products, 
make the significance code field blank.  For a hazard to contain the VTEC string, it is 
necessary that not only the master switch be turned on but also that the phenomenon code, 
significance code, and product class be defined for that hazard.  In this manner, the setting of the 
significance code acts as a hazard specific on/off VTEC switch.  If you have any questions, 
please contact: 
 

MDL Customer Service:    WWA Project Manager: 
Iris Boon      Mark McInerney 
Iris.Boon@noaa.gov     Mark.Mcinerney@noaa.gov 
(301) 713-1774 x183 

 
Setting Hazard VTEC Product Class, Phenomenon, and Significance Fields: 
 
1. Open a Linux xterm window. 
     
2. Login as user ifps: 

   su - ifps 
   <enter password when prompted> 

 
3. Launch the WWA Admin Application by typing: 

WWAAdmin.sh 
   (The full path is /awips/adapt/ifps/bin/linux/WWAAdmin.sh .) 

4. From the WWA Admin menu bar select: 
Edit -> Hazard Menu 

 
5. Double click each hazard listed in the Watches, Warnings,    
   Advisories, and Statements list boxes to launch the hazard editor.  
 
6. Once a hazard editor is open for the selected hazard, select tab:  

VTEC/NWR Format 
 
7. Set hazard product class, phenomena code, and significance code by  

selecting the appropriate field from the provided drop down menu. 
See Appendix A, columns 1-4, for hazard specific settings.  

 
8. Select tab: 
 Miscellaneous Format 
 
9. Validate the Canceling, Clearing, Follow up, and Issuance defined  
   PILs are correct. Make changes as needed through the appropriate  
   drop down menu. Use listed PIL for all four settings unless  
   otherwise instructed. See Appendix A, column 1 & 5, for setting. 
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10. Save changes by selecting the OK button, bottom left of the hazard  
    editor box. 
 
11. Repeat steps 5-10 for each hazard. Refer to Appendix A for  
    configuration values. 
 
12. Exit WWA Admin Application by selecting the Exit button, bottom  
    center. 

 
13. Exit xterm by typing: 

exit 
exit 
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Appendix A 

 
Hazard Product Class Phenomenon code Significance PILs* 

Watches   *same PIL for all  unless otherwise noted 
Avalanche  X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK AVA 
Fire Weather      X FW A RFW 
Flash Flood X FF A FFA  
Flood X FL A FFA  
Coastal Flood X CF A CFW 
Coastal Waters Flood X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Hurricane X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Lakeshore Flood X LS A CFW 
Lakeshore Waters Flood X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Severe Thunderstorm (marine) X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Tornado (marine) X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Tropical Storm X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Excessive Heat  X EH A NPW 
Freeze X FZ A NPW 
High Wind X HW A NPW 
Severe Thunderstorm X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK SLS initial, SPS others 
Severe Thunderstorm (WCN) E SV A WCN 
Tornado X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK SLS initial, SPS others 
Tornado (WCN) E TO A WCN 
Hurricane X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Inland Hurricane Wind X HI A NPW 
Inland Tropical Storm Wind X TI A NPW 
Tropical Storm X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Typhoon X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Winter Storm X WS A WSW 
Blizzard X BZ A WSW 
Extreme Cold (Alaska) X EC A WSW 
Lake Effect Snow X LE A WSW 
Wind Chill X WC A WSW 

Hazard Product Class Phenomenon code Significance PILs* 
Warnings   *same PIL for all  unless otherwise noted 
Airport Weather X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK AWW 
Avalanche  X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK AVW 
Civil Danger X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK CDW 
Earthquake X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK EQW 
Fire X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK FRW 
Hazardous Materials X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK HMW 
Nuclear Power Plant X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NUW 
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Radiological Hazard X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK RHW 
Shelter in Place X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK SPW 
Volcano X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK VOW 
Red Flag      X FW W RFW 
Flash Flood X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Flood X FL W FLW initial, FLS others
Urban/Small Stream X FL W FLW initial, FLS others
Marine X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Coastal Flood X CF W CFW 
Coastal Waters Flood X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Gale X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Heavy Freezing Spray (Alaska) X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Hurricane X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Hurricane Force Wind X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Lakeshore Flood X LS W CFW 
Lakeshore Waters Flood X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Special Marine X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Storm X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Tropical Storm X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Law Enforcement X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK LEW 
Dust Storm X DS W NPW 
Excessive Heat  X EH W NPW 
Freeze X FZ W NPW 
Frost  X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
High Wind X HW W NPW 
Severe Thunderstorm X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Tornado X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Hurricane X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Hurricane Watch & Tropical Storm X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Inland Hurricane Wind X HI W NPW 
Inland Tropical Storm Wind X TI W NPW 
Tropical Storm X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Typhoon X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Winter Storm X WS W WSW 
Blizzard X BZ W WSW 
Extreme Cold X EC W WSW 
Heavy Sleet X HP W WSW 
Heavy Snow X HS W WSW 
Ice Storm X IS W WSW 
Lake Effect Snow X LE W WSW 
Wind Chill X WC W WSW 

Hazard Product Class Phenomenon code Significance PILs* 
Advisories   *same PIL for all  unless otherwise noted 
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Avalanche  X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK AVA 
Brisk Wind (Alaska)  X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Dense Fog (Marine) X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Heavy (High) Coastal Surf X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Heavy (High) Surf X SU Y CFW 
Low Water X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Small Craft X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Air Stagnation X AS Y NPW 
Ashfall X AF Y NPW 
Blowing Dust      X DU Y NPW 
Blowing Snow X BS Y WSW 
Dense Fog X FG Y NPW 
Dense Smoke X SM Y NPW 
Freezing Fog X ZF Y NPW 
Frost X FR Y NPW 
Heat X HT Y NPW 
Lake Wind X LW Y NPW 
Wind X WI Y NPW 
Winter Weather X WW Y WSW 
Freezing Drizzle X ZR Y WSW 
Freezing Rain X ZR Y WSW 
Lake Effect Snow X LE Y WSW 
Lake Effect Snow and Blowing 
Snow 

X LB Y WSW 

Sleet X IP Y WSW 
Snow X SN Y WSW 
Snow and Blowing Snow X SB Y WSW 
Wind Chill X WC Y WSW 

Hazard Product Class Phenomenon code Significance PILs* 
Statements   *same PIL for all  unless otherwise noted 
Aircraft Incident Notification X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK OAV 
911 Telephone Outage Emergency X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK TOE 
Child Abduction Emergency X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK CAE 
Civil Emergency Message X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK CEM 
Earthquake Report X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK EQR 
Immediate Evacuation X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK EVI 
Local Area Emergency X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK LAE 
Network Message Notification X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NMN 
Other Public Products X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Fire Danger Statement X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Daily Forecast X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Daily River and Lake Summary X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Drought/Water Resource Statement X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Flash Flood Statement X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 



 

 6 

Flood Advisory X FL Y FLS 
Flood Potential Outlook X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Flood Statement X FL W FLS 
Hydrologic Summary X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Minor Flooding Advisory X FL Y FLS 
River Ice Statement X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
River Recreational Statement X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
River Statement X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Small Stream Advisory X FL Y FLS 
Special River Statement X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Urban/ Small Stream Advisory X FL Y FLS 
Water Supply Outlook/Summary X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Winter/Spring Flood Outlook X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Coastal Flood Statement X MA S CFW 
Lakeshore Flood Statement X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK CFW 
Marine Weather Statement X MA S MWS 
Air Stagnation Advisory X AS Y NPW 
Alert Administrative Message X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK ADR 
Public Information Statement X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK PNS 
Record Event Report X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK RER 
Short Term Forecast X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NOW 
WSR-88D Outage Notification X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK FTM 
Excessive Heat Outlook X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK HWO 
Freeze Outlook X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK HWO 
Hazardous Weather Outlook X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK HWO 
High Wind Outlook X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK HWO 
No Hazardous Weather Outlook X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK HWO 
Special Weather Statement X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK SPS 
Wind Chill Outlook X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK HWO 
Severe Weather Outlook  X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Severe Weather Statement X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Hurricane Local Statement - 
Hurricane 

X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK HLS 

Hurricane Local Statement – Trop. 
Strm 

X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK HLS 

Hurricane Preparedness Message X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Post Tropical Storm Report X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK PSH 
Trop. Strm.  Preparedness Message X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK 
Extreme Cold Outlook X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK SPS 
Winter Storm Outlook X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK HWO 
Winter Storm Summary X NONE/BLANK NONE/BLANK PNS 

 
Hazard - Hazard no longer valid. To be removed from WWA. 


